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2 oM AN s xiii, 1. | 
Let every ſoul be ſubjeft to the higher powers; for there is no power 
but of God. The powers that be are ordained of God. 


V 7 E are now, my dearly-beloved fellow-chriſtians, aſſembled 

on the moſt intereſting, moſt moving, and moſt mourn- 
ful occafion, that has ever happened in our days.—We are come 
together to deprecate God's indignation againſt the public ſins of 
this nation, and to lament, with faſting, our own particular iniqui- 
providence—for the procuring of a fpeedy reconciliation between us 
and our fellow-Proteſtants, once our fellow- ſubjects, in America — 
to petition a God of mercy, that he would end the horrors and ca- 
lamities of this civil war. 


ties; to ſtrive, by prayer, to obtain the intervention of God's kind 
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15 


By no milder term than that of civil war, can I call thoſe deſtruc- 
tive feuds, and deadly animoſities, which ſubſiſt between us and our 
Colonies. The carnage and deaths are not, indeed, yet fo ſenſibly 


felt here. Our land is not, at preſent, the theatre of war; - but we 


know not, unleſs God ſtops ſhort the growing evil of diſcord, how 
foon the ſpreading fury may invade our own borders, and the works 


of death be tranſacted in our own habitations. 


Every man who is not blinded by the ſpirit of party, and who 


wiſhes well to his native foil, laments this dreadful rupture, which 
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has been opened between us and our American Brethren :—for if we 
lay aſide indignation and wrath, and thoſe paſſions which hinder the 
| mind from the clear perception of truth; — Bretbren we muſt con- 
feſs our American Coloniſis to have been; and that the wide Conti- 
nent in that new world, - though ſeparated from us by the vaſt At- 
lantic Ocean in point of Gtuation, —yet conſolidated with Great Bri- 
tain by friendly commerce, and cemented by mutual aſſiſtance, made 
one great, firm, almoſt invincible, and, as far as the condition of 
| mortal things will admit, | permanent empire. But ſweet Peace, 
| alas! no longer reigns between us ;—and the power which Concord 
| ſecured againſt any foreign attacks of men, is weakening by the mu- 
ftual blows of its own violence, —whilft one part is drenching the 
ſword in the blood of the other. | 

May Heaven open the eyes of all parties, that they may fee that 
civil diſſention has been conducive to the final deſtruction of every 


empire 


CY 2 
empire in the world !—While the Grecian States ſto6d united for 
mutual defence, the numerous, or rather numberleſs forces of the | 
Perſian Emperors were repulſed by them.—So great was the army 
brought againſt them, that the hiſtorians, —beyond all credibility, 
indeed, —tell us, that they drank up whole rivers in their march, 
and that the country, which they came to conquer, could not hold 
them. The number of their forces was certainly prodigious gui 
but the number, however great, was defeated, while every Grecian 
State joined for the defence of their mutual liberty and glory.—Such 
is the bleſſing of unity in ſtates and kingdoms ! 

But when -theſe Sovereignties of Greece grew invidious to the 
happineſs and power of each other, and fell into diſſentions and in- 
teſtine war, — Philip, a King of a petty inſignificant country of Ma- 
cedonia, at firſt, laid wait for the liberty of each ſtate, when ; he 
ſhould fee it breathleſs and bloodleſs ;—and by pretending to help 
the weaker againſt the ſtronger, till the ſpirits of each ſtate were 
quite exhauſted, he ſeized the opportunity, and reduced the whole 
nation to the moſt abject ſubmiſſion and ſlavery. 

If we examine the cauſes which brought other great empires to 
their end, we ſhall find, that civil diſſentions were their principal 
diſſolvents; and that the image ſpoken of in Daniel's Prophecy (whoſe 
head was of gold, but whoſe feet were compoſed partly of iron; partly 
of clay,—two ſubſtances which cannot cleave to each other, or tick 
together), ſhews forth not only the cauſe of diſſolution of thoſe mo- 
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narchies implied in that viſion ; but repreſents clearly to us, that the 


death of all nations ſprings chiefly from internal diſcords, which ariſe 
ap in ſinful nations, by the will of God's ſuperintendant ſovereignty. 
So true is that declaration of the beſt Judge of all truth“ That an 
« houſe divided againſt itſelf falleth, and that a kingdom divided 
* againſt itſelf cannot ſtand, but is brought to deſolation.” 

This truth at preſent is ſtriking to every lover of his country.— 
Every Britiſh man,—let me repeat it, —who reaſons calmly, and 
whoſe boſom feels the leaſt regard for his native land, muſt ſhudder 
ſor the preſent diſtraction between the disjointed parts of our em- 
pire ;—whuile he is conſcious that our natural enemies view our in- 
creaſing taxes and growing poverty with pleaſure, and hear of the 
mutual deſtructions between us with inhuman joy ;—being reſtrained 
only by ſome ſuperior guidance of their policy from invading us ; 
and who conſider us, if we ſhould exhauſt our ſtrength too much, 
as a prey ſelf- devoted to them. That ſuch misfortune may be pre- 
vented and averted by a ſpeedy much-wiſhed- for peace, we are now 
ſummoned together to faſt and pray before God, to whom it is our 
bounden duty to ſubmit our cauſe, ſince he is the origin of all 
power, and does whatſoever pleaſeth him, both in Heaven and 
earth. | 15 | 
In proſecution of this ſubject, I would propoſe to our conſider- 
ation, | | 5 


(EF? 


. That all power 1s ordained of God. 

II. That ſubjects have no evangelical authority wantonly to op 
poſe the powers ordained of God. | 

III. That national calamities and diſſentions are God's correction 
of fin, and demand repentance and reformation of life. 

1. Let us ſee that all power is ordained of God. 

„In the beginning God created the Heavens and the earth.” 
«© The earth then is the Lord's, and all that therein is, the round 
« world, and they that dwell therein.” —Many modern writers, who 
ſeem pleaſed with the preſent confuſion of our affairs, affirm, that 
all government was originally a creature of the people, and eſtabliſh- 
ed by compact or violence.—Theſe men conſider mankind in the pri- 
mitive eſtate, as an herd of human beings, without the direction of 
any divine inſtitution or government, while they are forming this 
favourite hypotheſis.—And, indeed, if we conſider men as a collec- 
tion of ſavages ſtanding upon an exact equality amongſt themſelves, 
then the original of power, which thoſe authors have propoſed, wilt 
reſt on a firm foundation. For ſince no body of men can ſubſiſt long 
without ſome ſubordination, the ſtrongeſt will ſoon by violence 
oblige the weakeſt to obey their orders, and to undergo the ſervile 
offices of life; or they will all jointly ſee the abſolute neceſſity of 
rule, and by mutual agreement will conſtitute government under 
proper regulations amongſt themſelves.—But doth this account of 
the origin of government come from a Reader of the Bible? from a 
Preacher of the Chriſtian doctrines? Does not St. Paul here inſiſt, 

.C that 
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that all power is an ordinance *" %rzyr, an inſtitution or con- 


ſtitution of God? All government in the earth, then, by this 
ſcriptural account, was firſt ſettled by God, though ſuch men now 


devote to ridicule not only the divine right of kings, but every thing 
or perſon which is dedicated to God. If we would trace the firſt 
exerciſe or firſt eſtabliſhment of government, it will appear to be 
that domeſtic power which Adam reocived over his wife, when God 
told the woman, that “ her defire, or 4//, ſhould be to vr in her 
« huſband, and that he ſhould rule over her. — This power of the 
man was not confined to his wife, but certainly extended to his 
family, which in her was ſubject to him. The firſt Adam was the 


Head or King of the natural, as the ſecond Adam was Head or King 


of the ſpiritual, world. — Cain, after the murder of his brother, was 


conſcious that he was ſubject to ſome penal law of retaliation for 
the life of man. Indeed we are not acquainted with the particular 
precepts which God gave to Adam, which were delivered down by 
tradition only, but which ſeem renewed to Noah; to whom a law 
for puniſhing of murder was expreſsly given, as a governor appointed 
by God over the increaſing new race of men. The heads of families 


were not only Fathers, but Patriarchs or Kings of their families. 


We find Noah, Gen. ix. 25, 26. exerciling ſovereign authority, or, 


which 1s the fame, diſtributive juſtice, in the form of a prediction, 
over his family. Not only the regulation of the Jewiſh nation, and 


the erection of their kings, was according to the ſole order and coun- 
ſel 


E F-1 

ſe] of God, who, without any violent meaſure of the mighty, or. the 
compacts of the multitude, ſettled- their government according to 
his own expreſs will and pleaſure. But kingly power was from the 
firſt creation of the world ſettled by him in heads of families ; and 
you might as well imagine the Almighty to create the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars, and then permit them to move at random, as to create 
man, and not ordain government. Man, after the Fall, had not 
only paſſions, but vicious paſſions, which required immediate go- 
vernment and ſubjection; - ſo that without ſubordination men could 
not have ſubſiſted for an age; and ſuch a wiſe inſtitution was unſuit- 
able for human modelling, was not left to human determinations, 
but provided for by the orders of the Univerſal Governor. 

As men diſperſed in different regions, theſe princes or heads of 
the families became the lords and kings of thoſe men who ſettled 
with them in different regions, by a paternal hereditary right and 
claim. —This is the Scripture account of the beginning of ſove- 
reignty in the earth. In the firſt ſettling of the Arabian govern- 
ments, for inſtance, we are expreſsly told, Gen. xxv. 16. that 
e the twelve ſons of Iſhmael were twelve princes, according to 
« their nations, over which they preſided.” Men, therefore, who 
aſſert that regal authority flowed firſt from the people, have not well 
read the Divine Oracles, ſince the voice of truth and antiquity de- 
clares, that the Moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
«« giveth it to whomſoever he will.” The inſpired Apoſtle, in my 
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text, aſſures us, that the powers that are, have been, or ſhall be, 
were ordained, rTrzyjvs;,, regulated, inſtituted, or conſtituted 
by God. And reaſon gives its ſuffrage to this inſpired truth ; ſince 
reaſon tells us, that if God made the world, it was diſagreeable to 
his high wiſdom to leave the management of it to the diſpoſal of 
the rude multitude, as if he had no concern in diſpoſing the ſu- 
preme commands of his own earth. On the contrary, God raiſeth 
sat his pleaſure the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth up the beggar 
« from the dunghill, to ſet him among princes, and to make him 
* inherit the throne of glory; for, rather becauſe, the pillars of the 
5 earth are the Lord's, and he hath ſet the world upon them.“ If 
God created the earth, he has certainly a right of managing and diſ- 
poſing of his own world. — And he not only had that right, but he 
exerciſes it,—** He took David from among the ſheep-folds, and ſet 
„ him over his people Iſrael.” * God,” ſays Daniel, Dan. ii. 21. 
« changeth the times and ſeaſons ; he removeth kings, and ſetteth 
„ up kings.” This great Prophet, in all his viſions, ſhews, that 
the kingdoms of the carth are, as to their princes, riſe, and decline, 
regulated by the providence of God, who firſt eſtabliſhed princely | 
rule in every patriarch, or preferred Jacob before Eſau at his abſolute 
will, without the leaſt conſultation of any Congreſs or Aſſembly, 
ſince “ God giveth not account to any of his matters.” —Hence, 
in the Moſaic hiſtory, which is the oldeſt as well as trueſt in the 
world, every town had originally their king; and hence the ancient 


univerſal 
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univerſal opinion of the ſacred character of Kings gained ground 


throughout the earth, becauſe their primary inſtitution was tradi- 
tionally declared and believed in all nations to come from God.— 
Kings were every-where conſidered as God's anointed. Homer and 
the moſt ancient author, always ſtile Kings the deſcendants of Jove, 
their God ; and pronounce them reverend, becauſe their honour is 
from God, aiJuous Ga, ors rihn ot Aeg ol, 

Of the ſucceſſion, which followed either by the will of their fa- 
ther or by primogeniture, or of the violence which might diſturb 
the natural order of Kings through princely ambition or popular 
rage, we are not concerned in this place to take notice; but only to 
ſhew that the order of Royalty came firſt by God's ordinance or in- 
ſtitution.—Now, if the ordinance of Kings is from God, then, 

IIah, Subjects who believe the precepts of the Goſpel, can 
have no evangelical authority for a wanton oppoſition to ſuch Divine 
inſtitution. 

Every King is, doubtleſs, accountable for his condu to the King . 
of Kings, and ſubject, as a man, to the laws of his own kingdom; 
but the man who obeys the precepts of the Goſpel, learns there his 
duty of obedience to all commands of his Prince, which do not 
contradict his known duty to his God. If God ordained govern- 
ment, man was never defigned by God. to enjoy abſolute liberty, 
Obedience to laws is neceſſarily inherent to the dependent ſtate of 
mortality.—* There is no power,” fays Chriſt, © but what is given 


D « from 


ae 
« from above.” This is at leaſt the doctrine which we learn from 


his ſubmiſſive conduct before Pilate.—St. Paul, indeed, ſhewed his 


reſentment of the unjuſtifiable behaviour of the High-Prieſt towards 


him; but, on recollection, recalls himſelf with I wiſt not,” or rather 
in that place, I conſidered not, I reflected not, that he was the 
„ High-Prieſt; for it is written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the 
Ruler of thy People.” God hath appointed ſubordination through 
all his great works. In Heaven there are different orders of Angels; 
there are different principalities and powers. In the animal creation 
beneath us, whatever creatures live in ſocieties, by a certain inſtinct 
ſeem to obey one governor ; and, amongſt men, © the government 
of many is not good; let there be one governor,” as the Greek 
Poet ſays, Os aD r0Autoiparent eis xoipeves row, © The Lord God of 
« Heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth,” faith 
Cyrus King of works, in his royal mandate recorded in Ezra, 
Ez. i. 2. And if the Lord God of Heaven gives the kingdom, then 
he expects obedience to all the lawful orders of it. © Is it fit,” 
ſays Elihu, Job XXXiv. 18. © to ſay to a King, Thou art wicked, 
and to Princes, Ye are ungodly ?” No! If royalty is a Divine in- 
ane men ſhould be cautious how ** they ſpeak evil of dig- 
* nities, and deſpiſe dominion ;” they ſhould obey all lawful com- 
mands for conſcience-ſake. What, alas! would become of govern- 


ment, that ſtomach of the body politic, which diſtributes nouriſh- 


ment thro! every part; — that attraction which keeps all the members 
of 


(un ) 


of a State in proper conjunction ;—if the alteration or ſubverſion of 
it was left in the direction of every diſcontented imagination? The 


wheels of State are often clogged by foreign obſtacles; but they 
would ſoon utterly decay, if they could be puſhed forwards or back- 


wards by every bold intruder. Whatever human reaſoning or mo- 
dern infidelity ſays, yet the religion of the Goſpel is very friendly to 
government. The Preachers of the Chriſtian Religion are, in the 
perſon: of Titus, ordered. ** to put their hearers in mind to be ſubject 
to principalities and powers, to obey. magiſtrates, and to be ready 
to do every good work.” No feeds of rebellion are ſown in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt ;: nor do the inſpired Writers any-where erect roy- 


alty originally and primarily on the compacts of a mutinous people, 


or on conqueſt and violence. The original inſtitution of God has 
been, doubtleſs, often violated and abuſed both by Kings and ſub- 
jects; but it was certainly founded by Divine authority. — This, then, 
is the Chriſtian Creed ;: but Infidels, who are bad ſubjects both to 

God and their King, are prepared by their own tenets (which de- | 
dlare them not obliged to. ſubmit to any one thing which appears 
injurious to their deified reaſon) to cheriſh: ſedition, though the 
direful iſſue of it ſhould be the dreadful carnage of a civil war, and 

the rending aſunder of a beautiful Empire. This ſolemn truth we 


now, alas! deplore and feel; and cannot but reflect, 


IIIah, 
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IiIdly, That national calamities and diſtractions are God's corrects 


tion of a ſinful people, and demand our repentance and reformation 


of life. 


The picture would look frightful, could I draw in true light and 
colours the full-grown vices of our times ;—the open and boaſted 
infidelity which every where is infectious to our very air ;—the 
licentious contempt of all order, eſpecially if any was ordained for 


God's ſervice ; the public violation of all chaſtity ;—the almoſt 


univerſal diſſipation of morals and wealth in gaming and diverſions ; 


how every vice grows impudent, and every virtue flies abaſh'd. 
Theſe things God beholds with abhorrence, and we have juſt 
reaſon to dread his avenging arm. The preſent war which ſubſiſts, 
the fatal ſeparation which may for ever follow between us and men 
derived from the fame Britiſh blood, calls for our moſt importunate 


prayers to a merciful God, that he would heal the ſores of our 


% land,” and bind anew the bands of mutual amity between the 


now diſlocated parts of our empire; that he would order the glit- 


tering ſword to be ſheathed, and ſtop the terrible judgment of civil 


war and blobdthed. —lt becomes every man, then, to aſk God's pardon 


for his own paſt i iniquities, and God's grace to enable him to amend 
his perſonal fins and tranſgreſſions. —He ſhews the beſt patriotiſm, 
who reconciles the Love of God to himſelf, as ane branch of the nation, 
by a ſincere reformation of his life, and by a future obedience to the 
laws of God and his country. — The beſt faſting is an abſtinence 


from 


from fin, and'the trueſt love of our country is ſhewn by a preſever- 
ing holineſs of life. 5 
Men are not unwilling to acknowledge and lament the national 
fins, and to lay an heavy load of guilt upon the community; but 
we ſhould not only bewail the growing wickedneſs of our na- 
tion, but in this day of faſting, when we pray to God to heal the 

diſmal breach, and to ſheath the ſword already drunk with the 
blood of the flain, we ſhould each man act ſincerely, and bewail 
our own ſhare of the guilt, which has provoked God to permit ſuch 
a ſore judgment to befal this nation and its Coloniſts. God com- 
: plains of the Jews, Jer. viii. 6. that © no man repented of his 
© own wickedneſs, faying, What have I done?” No man inſpected 
: his own boſom, nor bewailed and reformed his private unpiety, in 
order to promote a common reformation . We ſhould, without 
doubt, with Daniel, lament the fins of the nation in general, and 
. confeſs that - we have all finned and committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly: That mercy, indeed, belongeth unto God, 
but unto us confuſion of face“ We ſhould fay with Ezra, Ez. 
ix. 6, 7. © I am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my hands to thee, 
my God. Our iniquities are increaſed over our heads, and our 
<< treſpaſſes grown up to che Heavens- This we ſhould do; but 
this alone ſhould not ſaffice, fince we ought alſo to lament in pri- 
vate our own wickedneſs, and try to propitiate a gracious God to- 
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Diſtreſſing, doubtleſs, it is to conſider how Gol hach tore 10 


long with the national A and open infidelity that pre- 
vails, while vice alone ſcorns to g0 in maſquerade, and vile hypo- 
criſy too often wears the fair viſage of Religion. Tis a melancholy 


confideration to ſee ſo many thouſands, who renounce the name of 


Chriſt, and live without any ſenſe of their duty to God and man.— 
Theſe men are the greateſt enemies of kingdoms.— But while we 


ſee, with weeping eyes, ſuch a torrent of public vices, let us not 


increaſe it by the addition of our own polluted ſtream. And may 


God hear the prayers of his ſervants, and their ſupplications this day 
offered before his Throne! May God incline his ear, and hear; 
« open his eyes, and ſee,” with pity, the impending diſtreſſes 


"which may befal us, or our kinſmen in the fleſh! *+* We do not 
« preſent our ſupplications, 'O Lord, for our righteouſneſs, but for 
«« thy great mercy. O Lord, hear —0 Lord, forgive !—O Lord, 


te hearken, and do! Defer not, for thy own ſake, O our God! 
« for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.” 

That the ſword may be ſheathed, never more to be drawn TORY 
Brother-Proteſtants, and fellow-countrymen, may God, in his great 
mercy, incline the hearts of all born of Britiſh parents,'in whatever 
part of the globe they inhabit, to a ſpeedy pacification !—May a 
ſpirit of mercy and uprightneſs guide our State, and a ſpirit of 
peaceable and juſt ſubmiſſion animate its ſubjects in every kingdom 
and province, that bleſſed Peace may return, Commerce may 


flouriſh, 


( 15 1 | 
flouriſh, Vice be baniſhed, and fincere Religion be duly honoured! - 


And to crown us with every happineſs, may univerſal Benevolence 


warm our hearts to man, and © the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
*« Chriſt, and the Love of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy 
* Ghoſt, be with us all!“ | | 8 

Now to our bleſſed God, the univerſal Lord, the King of Kings, 
and the glory of Saints, be aſcribed all PR dominion, and ado- 


ration, both now and for evermore 
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